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MOI{TE' S ouroING & MoLrf.trAIN ourFlrrtNc
LaMonte I. Schnur

16 North Fork Road
Townsend, Montana 59644

406.265.3515

March 2l,2}ll

To; Meurbets of thc qemte Fish & 6ame Commitee

Re: Clrifi S8400 discussion

Mernbers of the CornmitEe:

As chair of Montane OuffiUers and Guides Associatiotr Fish & Gqme C.ommittee, I

thg S8400 hearing yesterdny. I'd like to clarify some ofthe issues which canc

rry in questions at thc end of the beariqg.

58400 eives the hgntcr desiring a special public land trrrnting oppornnity betcr odds of
drawing a license, than ifhe unrc applying for one of the l7'ry getrsrd noremdent

licenses. The license restricts tre hunter to wildemess areas; it does not rcstrlct or srect

tbe hrmtcr to a specific wildprness srea-

A brmtcr must have a LICENSE befo're applying fot a PERMIT. A pcrmit allows a

licmse holder to hunt in a wecific di$trict for o speoific enin€I. Perutits np issued to

control the numbff of hmter$ and thc amou$t of lrarve* ' a prtislilar di$rict

If. at some time. oermie were rcquired in ahrntiry disfiict rryhich aontaincd r
Congressionnlly iesignated wilderness, a hunter would have to hold a valid liccnse,

befoie applying for a pennit All applican* would be in the same drawqg foc€ss 8s

exish rrow fon $peciflt permits.

The Forest Senice contols ouffitting in wildcrness Breas. The wildetness ouffitters art
;J;;;;-id;;To-*d;"d,lt"t srrcsts; tr*v "*'t.oto 

thui. canp or hutring
area. They are resui"teO to tne number of days tbey can bost gue$$- iu 

_the 
witdernesu

thus limitinc the total number of hunters they can hos. Tb€y can't book mor€ huntcrs

thnn their ,r|6 a"yr allow. If the outfitter doesn't brrre enough gu€sts to fill his user days,

he lo$s tho* days in thc firtrrc.

When S${00 bccomes law, nonresident hrmters dcsiring a specialized wilderness hunt on

their public land will ha,/e better odds of &awing a liceose. Wildemess odfitters will
have greatcr assurilrcc thnt they will have euough liceosed gucsts to maintain their Forcst
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